TRVE DISCOVRSE 
of ſuch ſtraunge and woonderfull 


accidents,as hapned in the houſe of M. 


George Leeof North-Aſton,inthe coun- 


tie ot Oxford, —_— in truth and matter of 
ſuch eſpeciall waig ht and conſequence, as 


ſildome hath the like bene 
heard of before. 235 


Which begun the 19. of Nouembet 1 5 9 1. and continued vntill 
Eaſter euen laſt paſt 1592. 


7uſtified by the credit of Gentlemen of worſhip,and otbert 
of the Countrey. 
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Auptintedl at London for Edward White, dwelling at 
the little North doore of S. Paules Churhat the ſigne ED 
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A true diſcourſe of ſuch ſtrange 
and marueilous accidents, as happened in 


the houſe of M. George Lee of North Aſton, in 
the countie of Oxford: beginning on the 29. of Nouember, 
being S. Andrewes euen. 159 1. and continuing 
tullEaſter Eauen laſt. 15 9 2. to the greata - 
mazement and terror ofall the 
beholders. 


Aiſter George Lee of Nozths 
Aſton, Son to M. Edward Lee 
of the ſame pariſh, perteiuing 
on the 29. day of Rouember. 
„1591. diuers Stones of con⸗ 


a pound, ſome two, ſome th2er 
ſome kloure, and ſome two and 
8 ” twentie pound, to fall verie 
ſtraungelp, oꝛ to bee violently flung (as it were) thos 
row the top oz rofe of his Hall. not knowing how, oz 
whence this Frange accidents ſhould happen: grewe 
into no littie griefe of minde and amazement, Fo2 if 
it is well knowen to the Bonozable and wozſhipfull 
of DrfozdHice, and others of great credite that haue 
heard of, and ſerne theſe accidents, hee made diligent 
ſearch to ind the A with ladders _ 
e ö 43 


| A true <Dif courſe. - 
ab to viewe euerie place, both within and with⸗ 
out his houſe, as it ſome thing had bene amiſſe in the 
Wiles oz Slates, oz whether any other ſiniſter deceit 
were wzought, toraiſe matter of marueile, by falſe 
illuſtons: pet all this labour was to no purpoſe, the 
falling oz flinging of the ſfones fil continued, the rea- 
ſon thereof vnknowen , as alſonoman was able to 
coniecture whence they tame, ſaning they behelde 
them fall either thoꝛow, oꝛ from the roofe of the Hall. 
And pet there could neuer bee ſeene ante place, either 
in the hall, oz in anie other plate in the flowꝛe oz ſee⸗ 
ling. thꝛough which they ſhould be floung: which cau⸗ 
ſed the Gentleman, his wife, with his father, and the 
reſt of his friends to be greatlie affcighted and terri⸗ 
fied with theſe vawonted accidents, though (God be 
thanked) noharme thereby hapned to any one, wher⸗ 
bpon he intreated thzee dz foure ofbis neighbours, to . , 


fit and watch with him in his houſc, to trie ifby their 


circumſpect regard and vigilancie, they might gather 
ſome further knowledge ot theſe ſtrange euents. 

Like friendly and louing neighbours, that found 
him and his father ener willing to doe them anygood 
they could: The neighbours. granted his requeſt :and 
as thep ſat with him, he began fo.diſconrſe the begin- 
ning of this ſtrange euent, and how ir had continued. 
Whereat euerie one woondering , and all defirous 
with the Gentleman to bee relolued herein did pet 
notwithſtanding nothing at all, alter their hardy en⸗ 
terpꝛiſe, whereupon they went vp into a chamder :all 
the companie excepting one Iohn Yeomans,a 8 


man that belonged fo WP. Lee, who ſhewing bim⸗ 


ſelfe moze bolde thenthere@. ſaid to them Lge 7 
to watch with bis Maiſter: well, - wes Lug 
Gander Feerpleale, nt inn Fon edits 


wr 
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night wil J abide here in the bal. They being gone, he 
him into the chimney cozner, thinking that to be the 
ſureſt place: but befo2ehe had ſitten there the ſpace of 
thꝛee quarters ofanhower,behcarda ferrtblenoiic of 
ſtones that fel as the ſaid Ycomans thought, th2ough 
the top ot the Hall, which p:cſently made him crie out 
light, light: and when light was bꝛonght, they tooke 
vp eight oz nine ſtones, and tarried them away with 
them. ſo this was all that happened that night. 

Tpus (till continued the falling of ſt ones, vntil S. 
Steeuens night in Chziſtmas, which was the 26. of 
December. hen p. George Lee deſired his kinſe⸗ 
man P. Giles, Uicar of the towne, and diuers other 
ofbisneighbours , with their company to helpe him 
paſſe away the enening, and hauing ſitten by the fire 
anhower e ſomewhat moꝛe, P. George Lee bzonght 


in his hands a paire of Cardes, ſaying: Colin, and the 


ref, J pꝛaꝑ you go playa litie tobeguile the time with 
All. They being agreed on the game, and foz the value 
fo; which they would plaie,contended about the dea⸗ 
ling. Let vs lift, and let leaſt in ſight deale: no ſaid . 
Giles, we will haue the firſt knaue to deale: he hadno 


ſooner ſpoke the wozb, but a great ſtone came flying 


ouerthwart the han, and hit on che wal over his ſhul⸗ 
der, which greatly amazed both him the reſt ofthe 
companꝑ. But at length . Giles ſaid, che firſt knaue 
bath indeede , and withthat an other ſtone 


was thzowen. s it ſo? quotbhe; napthenmaifers, 


let vs lap away dur tards, and fallto pꝛaiet vpon our 
knees, ee they alldid, when no moze 


fer EdwardLee, being commnmurded br her father to 
the Fane, fozſo'the honle is called where all theſe 


- 
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accidents hapned , and with her was appointed one 
 Joane Meley aferuaunt maid; that they ſhould lodge 
there that night : fozalbeit-@d, Lee was remooucd 
thence, in reſpea of theſe unconicaurable occaſtons, 
ret was it his wil that ſome oꝛ other ſhuld ſtii remain 
there. and lie in the boule, to be reſolucdwhen the fal⸗ 
Jing of the ſtones ſwould ceaſe. The pou ng maiden, 
though verie vnwilling, veel ded to da as ſhe was bid⸗ 
den, and when ſhe, with the ſeruant maid, dꝛew nate 
the gate of the houſe, they might caſily heare ß ſtones 
daſh, ſmite, and ratle againſt the walles:Wwhichſo-dif- 
mazed them, as they durſt ge on na further, but retur⸗ 
ning beck again, Anne tould her father that ſhe durſt 
not aduenture into the houſe, the heard the ſtones ſlie 
with ſuch ſtrength and violence. Pcrewpon her father 
badher call lohn Yeomans, Iohn Wright, and George 
Wright, and theſe tho went thither with the maids: 
when they were come into the little court befoze the 
do2e, they heard the ſtones ſmite againſt the wailes, 
with ſuch violence, as befo2e they had done, at which 
noiſe they were at the firſt ſomewhat amazed, vrt by 
reaſon ofthe continuance, they grewe ſomewhat the 
bolder, yet the cauſe vnknowen, lohn Neomans ſayd: 
what Tier 02 Sclatoz haue we hare, in the nam at 
God: and at theſe wooꝛdes he unlocked thehalldaze, 
when they no ſwnerentred the hall, but they detain 
the falling of the ſtones in the foamer 2 aunge 
manner, wherent lohn Ycomans,moze bold then the 
— ſpake : N are ny NG 2 
harme, ſoz we came 1 
ſing thoꝛow the hal · they went vy the e he 
Gallerie, where they durſt not abide long, but went 
a midle chamber, when ſaddenly fell two ſtones, 
*** en after the * igbtin 
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vpon the poꝛtall at theentrannce of thethamber, the 


other ona Curteine rod ot a bedde that ſtandeth in the 


chamber cauſing it fal to the ground from ofthe hats 
very bviolentip, and in the ſalit uroke George Wright 


on the ſhoulder, but hurt him not. 
William Whing and Richard Hickes, commming 


into the Farme on S. Iohns dap in the C hid mas bos 


lidaies, at their firſt entrance vſed very god and god⸗ 
ly ſpeches: but hauing bene there a pꝛettie while,ond 
ſane nothing, William Whing fell to pleaſant ieſſ ing 
tearmes,ſaying: Jacke, it thou bee a god fellow. fung 
vs downe a quoit oz two, that mycompanpon and 4 
map go play at the quoits. Pꝛeſentiꝑ there fell down 
a thinne bꝛoad ſtone, in iuſt fozme and p2opozticnofa 
round quoite, ſuch as commonly men vle to plap with 
all, as they walke in the ficldes oz els where · William 
ſæing that, continued his ieſting ſtil ſaping:nay Jack 
it thou be agadfelow inderd, let vs haue another that 
each of vs may haue one, and then immediat ip fell an 
other like thefirft, Art thou ſuch a god fellow? quoth 
the ſaid William, then thzow downe two moꝛe, that 
we may be pꝛouided alke,o2 els wecannot make any 
ſpozt. And then there dꝛopt downe two moze,oneaf- 


ter another:theone of them had bene plaid withall on 


the Greene befoze the houſe. as was well perccined by 
ſome noted marke on the quoite, and beſide it was 
green round about the edges with playing in the gras 
Hauing taken vp al the fourequoites,gramercy Jack 
ſaid William, foʒ now we map go plaie indeed: but Ri- 
chard Hicks ſtanding muſing all this while at laſt fel 
into his companions vaine of merriment, ſaping: 
Jacke if thou canſt do this, queſtionleſſe thon canſt do 
ſomewhat moze.therefoze Jpzay the fling vsdowne 
ſome other ta” Oe" — 
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a great pte ot moꝛter, as if it had binpuld from ſome 
olde wall, and with ſuch ſtrength it ſmote againf the 
ground, as that it mouldered all into powder oz duff: 
hereat changing their merrie dilpoſition, they grewe 
greatly afraid, vſing better ſpeches,quoth Richard 
Hicks: Come Milliam, let vs go hence, J ſ&itis not 
god to ſtand ieſting and ſcoꝛning her. o they depars 
ted, and when they tame to their fellows, they ſhew- 
ed them the quoites , and diſcourſed the manner of 
their falling, and what wozdes had paſſed at the ſeue- 

rall times, | | 
On the next night, Paſter Edward Lee went him⸗ 
ſelfe to lie at the Farme,and tok with him two yong 
men to watch, whoſe names were William King, and 
Thomas Churchhil, beſides two ſernant maids, Ioan 
Meiſey and Mary Alder, when hauing caſt a pallet 
on the flowze, Mary Alder laide her downe to ſl pe a 
little, becauſe ſhe had watched two oz thacenights be⸗ 
foze together. As lhe lay ſlumbering, a clod ofclay fell 
and hit her on the noſe, when ſhee feling the ſmart of 
the blow, criedout that ſome thing had hit her on the 
noſe, Her Paſter awaking bereat.ſmiledat her tom⸗ 
plaint, and ſæing that no further harme was done, be⸗ 
ing not able to ſiepe againe, paſſed the time awaꝑ in 
conference with them that watched. At length thin⸗ 
king it had bene neerer day inded it was, P. Lee ſaid 
to the two young men: my god friends, thanke ye 
kaʒ your great pains, hope the wont is paſt fo2 this 
night, therefoꝛe 3 will no longer trouble pte. Bothe 
men departed, and hee ſent Mary Alder to call 
ohn Yeomans, who being a married man, did dwell 
in a litle houſe at the neither end of the Towne:when 
the had done her meſſage, ſhee durſt not returne tothe 
Farme. but went to the Parſonage where the houſe« 
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holde remained. Veomans comming to the Farme, to 

knows his Maiſters pleaſure, as hee entred the littie 

Court befoze the hall doe, bee eſpied a great blacke 

thing, in the linnes ofa Dog, ſtanding vpꝛight againſt 

| — doze, as if it had liſtened what was doone in the 
0 E. 0 4 # bs L 
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Yeomans afrigbted with this terrible ũgbt, bauing 
demauuded who was there, and hearing noanſwere, 
gan to be of better courage, and ſaid: what art thou? 
in the name of God ſpeale, t it thou be a manſpeane, 
92 J will compell ther: when hee could hearenoreplie, 
wilt thon not ſpeake? quoch her, then anate hee at it 
eee 

2 
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ther he bitito2no: on this he perteiued that if remd- 
ned into a litle cozner of the Court betwone the doꝛe 
and the Butterp, and as hee imagined od vppona- 
heape of tones which lie there at this pꝛeſent, be fol- 
lowing boldly till Frikingat it, til at length he ſaw it 
goe duer the Garden wall, and ſo vaniſhed out of his 
ſight. Then hee called at the window. to vnderſtand 
what his maiſter wunte wity him: dodo ax ting 
| — himto goe dowfieinto the grounds to late his ſhape, 
J eomans went whither he was commanded,and . 
 . Eccſuppoſing,becauſe it was ſonar day, that no furs 
her danger was tobe feared, gaue bimfelf to his reit: 
Yea was it not pat two a clock atthe vttermoſt when 
Teoman beparted, ſo that the gentleman found him 
ſelfe deteiued both in the one and other. Foz haning 
e $ that matched dn yeheard befoze, 
ſen 5 ines and bim elle determi⸗ 
gzemaid thatremainedin 
a one, 2, a and! er maiſter a 


I ide _ ling the durſt not — der eies together, 
bat ſaddenle beheld rde fre to lame very ſtraungelp, 
| 1 —— alſo to waxe very darke and dim, lla⸗ 
| b intoſundzychangesof colour, but euer in 
| the end it woald bee meriſellous blew oz merueilous 
-blacke- Pong maid, biding in her feare fo well as thee 
| faltcontinuevilent, and kept her ſeat, lea⸗ 
ningheres n dens fate, and * 


A true Diſcourſe. 
with her hands on the clothes. Hat long after, che felt 
the gowne that laꝝ vpon her maiſter to be plucked off, 
which moze & moze diſmaying her, not daring to vt⸗ 
ter a woꝛd, ſhe held it ſo ſtrongly with both her hands 
as ſhe could: but when ſhe felt it ide away faſter and 
faſter, he ſhziked out, crying: the gowne,the gowne: 


2 a 22 — 
=. 


ite her macker farting vp, and ſhe having te⸗ 
the gown on the bed again, de aſked what ſhe 

ed: then the told what laboz ſhe hadinduredfokep 
the gown on the bed, when be feeling fo2it,and finding 
it vponhim.knewe not well what toſay, but bad her 


beofgadchare,foz Ood wasQronger then any © 
795 B 3 Shes 
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Chen ſhe wing him the tones that had fallen, che ſ&- 
med to heare in the chamber over them, a noiſe like 
the trampling of a mans feet. Yearkemaifter, quoth 
the, doe vou not heare ſome bodie walking aboue, hee 
liſtening atfentinely, heard the the noiſe, and verilie 
thought it to bee the foting of a man, when 
cut ot his bed into the flaze, boldly hee thus ſpake. In 
the name of God what art thou? Jcharge the in the 
name ofour Lozde Jeſus Chziſt, to tell mee what 
thou art. If thou bee that deceiving Sorpent , I 
chargethe in the name ofthe lining God, to departs 
this houſe , fo2 thou halt no power harre, becauſe J 
know that Gad is ſtronger thenthon art. Pꝛeſentlie 
the noiſe ceaſed, and he heard nomoze ofit, When day 
did bꝛeake, the ſaid M. Lee did aſke the ſaid maide, it 
the durſt goe vppe into the chamber ouer their beads, 
where they heard the trampling: e the maid anſwe- 
red, pea, by the helpe of God: why then ſaid . Lee go go 
thy way vp, and lake well about the chamber, and ſc& 
whether thoucanſt finde any thing there oꝛ not?; wher 
vpon the maid went vp, and ſo ſone as ſhee came info 
the chamber, ſhe fonud the caſement ol the window o⸗ 
pen, and a naked ſwoꝛd thʒuſt thzow the window, and 
banging by the hilts: which being ſtene, the maid ral⸗ 
led her Maiſter, and aſked him whether the caſement 
were not ſhut in the night befoze,che anſwered ves. 
Then the aſked him where the [woozd was laid oner 
night, and he anſwered vppon the bed, it is verie true, 


lad the maid, it was fo inderd: fo2 A did boch chut the 


caſement, and latd the ſwoꝛd vpon the bed with mine 

dne bands: but now ſaith che, the caſement is open, 

#the lwozd pulled out of the che hie erer 

the Nee hangeth by the 

laid ber Patkter, ano? tout tens, int —— xl | 
giue 
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giue me my clothes, foz J will riſe, the which the maid 
did accozdingly; And ſo ſone as her maiſter was rea⸗ 
dy. he went vp into the chamber, and found all things 
to bee true which his maid had tolde. Then M. Lee 
went down 4 called another ſeruant maid vnto him, 
which was by ouer night, + did ſ@ the caſement ſhut 
in, and the ſwoꝛd in the ſheath laid vpon the bed: And 
aſked her oftheſe things, who affirmed as befoze the 
other had done. 

The ſame moꝛning they ſearched other romes of 
the houſe , and they found where two bolſters were 
taken off the bed in the great parloꝛ, and were thzow- 
en in the middeſt of the flwze, which the maid loane 
Meaſey ſæing, called her maiſter to beholde, Yee de⸗ 
manded how ther tame there? A know not (quoth the 
maid) but J am ſure laid them vpon the bed, and ſo 
A left them there peſter night: and fo this agreꝛd the 
other ſeruant maid, and . Lee himſelfe did knowe 
the ſame to be true, foz he did marke the laying vp of 
all things ol purpoſe: Mell ſaid her maiſter.goe fetch 
me a peceofchalke,which when ſhe had bꝛonght, bee 
made a circle therewith about the bolſters, in foꝛme 
and manner as they lap, making it ſo iuſt and euen es 
nerie way as he could, and then bad her lay them vp- 
pon the bed againe, which boeing done, they departed 
aut of the rome to trie iftbey ſhould be thzown down 


againe. Soone after returning into the Parloz, he 


found the cirtle of chalke to be wiped out, whereaf 
meruapling, in reſped nobody was in the houſe but 
he and the marde, and neither of them was abſent 
from eche others company in all this time: wherfoze 
be toks the chalke, and in the ſame place made the 
circle freſh to be ſane againe. Then making faſt the 


nne and he departed hence 1 
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about halte an hower ſpice they both returned, when 
they found the chalk to be wyped dut againe. Mot 
znawing what to conieaure hereof, onte moze hee 
woulo næds mabetriall ofthe ſame againe ; „ und ha⸗ 
uing made the ſcoꝛes god and great croſſed them oner 
from the one end to the other, notfoz any faperftiti- 
dus obſeruation, but only to trie it ſo many chalkings 
enery way would be ſo eaſily wiped out a 
ther, but at their returne, they found a ehe 
tontiuue, but bard by the chalking whe 

ſte; did lodge they found raced a pꝛetꝑ wayinfvafioz 
of boꝛds which had lien there foz the ſpace of thirtie 
pres, as it had bene the pꝛint oꝛ fozmevfapaw, res 
ſembling thepaw ofa yong Bear: which ſigne oz pꝛint 
tontiuueth there to this day tobeeſanc: andidioys 


al ning to the chalking where the other bolfferdid lodg, 


tyey found as it had bene the pꝛint of an Yankes ta⸗ 
lent;which as vet remaineth to beſa ne alſo. 

The lame maid the very ſame day.ſaw a Hare ut⸗ 
ting on tbe thꝛeſholde ofthe doze in the little Court 
pard, and ſhe coiriming toward it, the Bare ſate fill, 
th t ſhe came ſo ner, as ſhe might haue taken her vp: 
which when ſhe made ſome offer to do, the Hare ſud⸗ 
denly vaniſhed away ;When ſbe made repozthareof 
to her maſter, he could hardly be induced to beleoe it: 
birt in the mozning when hee came from the Parſo- 
nage to the Farme, he found tbe fozme and pꝛickes of 
the Bares late, which made hun giue the moꝛe credit 
to her woꝛds. 

At another time, the Bare tame into the Maides 
fight agame, and ſhe hauing two or her maiſtes Spas 
niels with ber; rt them at the Bare: but the 
eis made moꝛe halt from the bare, then to follov >> 
Whicy mabs pet imaginithatit was no naturalhoe. 
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. god hape to heate ther- 
ofno moze, vet bad this ioꝝ but lender continuance.,. 
ko on the fiftcenth day of Febzyary folicwing , the 
falling of ſtones began againc, but in moze fierce and 
fkranger manner then befo2e. And in the Farme hall 
there ſtandeth a lang Table, on the ende wherecffos 
ward the neither part ofthe Vall, were found diuers 
dꝛoppes of blond, diſperſed in the compaſſe ofhatfe a 
yard ozthereabout; the d2oppes beeingin diſtante one 
fromanother, ſome ane inche, ſome t wa inches, and 
e afoꝛſaid, ſo thick as they coutd 
ſtand. When theſe dzoppes ofbloud mere wipedout, 
tber would . — — — 
manner, as pꝛole was made o many times, by 
diuers ol gad and ſubltantialcredit,veſide,the Tains 
2 — I my ſelfe bane ſeene and tu 
this day they are there to be ſene ſtill the table being 
à berie old one, and bathſladthere ere 


yeares and moze. 
3 — = 
Ae ar elne debe came with other 


Le truth hereof, andha- 
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dis the fame of thele wonders det we manie de⸗ 
holders. #0 among other +. , rwoluthe youtbes tame 
thither,-to-witzPartter Thomas Four,” Moir to 
aiſter Power of Waiton, and aiſter Pence) that 
had matriedhisSifter , with them came twotthcr, 
Chete Gentlemen rex olitcg ſome ti uſt on then vn nt 
vallour and hardineſſe, deſired that ther might tre 
one night in the Farme, as either diſtruſting the 
ſtraunge actidents theyhad heard , 62 hoping ko be 
mn meanes of their finall extermination. 'Paiſter 
Lee toldetheur; that ges bonbtevthey would ber afs 
— — — wheratthey wete half 


Aton, 
his eies ſuddenlie mitten with an extreamt ſozenes, 
fo that thzough the violence of the anguiſh, one of his 
eies was quite ertinq: this by bimfelfeard otter 
was aſcribed tothecarrying home of the ſtone, which 
is not ſo to bee tadged „ in that divers haue ofthcm 
without the verie leaſt hurt that may bee: and as J 
baue ſaidbefoze ,. fame ofthem archzre in London 
to be ſæne, 8ndneither they that kepe them, noꝛ ſach 


as ſæ them, haue ſuſtaint d anie harme. | 
..., £ ne other — — atcount is to bee re⸗ 
mein | 
02 ſire emen * 3 | 
maid yrs bzeabfaſt, — — 2 di⸗ 
ſhes 10 t into the = 3 
were 8 5 AG rmed her, 
Boulti | c W y withat _ dee 12 
| held it to mougandMires-verieftraungiiy.. 
being affraid, he ret y_ Hh" 


ding if ſhe could tell what was under the blanket, to; 

ſome thing made the tub and it to ſtirre wonderfully, 

ereupon her Piltreſſe went with her into the boul⸗ 

ting - houſe, and the maide taking of the blanket, an 

duglte blase thing tame traping fozth , and falling 

INN — flozeto the do: ng; 
| tie of teare) ſuddanſic 


1 
d 
3 . 
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carring one ofthe ſlones — had 


— —_ —— \ (4 * - 


circle ofchalke ſoofteu wiped out. Juthelitle Par- 
tour, he ſhewedhimitkewiſe-the pꝛints of the beares 
foote, andthe Haukes talent verie liuelie to bee dil⸗ 
cerned. 

And as they re comming foozthof the Pare 
tour, a big ſtone fclifrom aboue at the Gentlemans 
beles, which though it ſomewhat fcared hum, pet 
was hee gladit had ſo happened, .becanſc hee had ves 
= 88 ers 1 

tooke vp the ale and deſired hee carrie 
it thence wth hi ng _ 
er 


nah rx 
a light. that the whole houſe was thonghttobron a 
flaming fire: and when ſearch bath pꝛeſentipe beene 
made, nothinghath bene found, but ſuch a compe- 
tent fire in the kitchin chimney, as hardly wculd roft 
à ioynt᷑ of meat: uut hoe that fire was there mate, 
_— ns le warn 0 
| en 2 ter Qeore — 8 n 
mol bie 1 re) 


> tabs 8 ſame 


— Anatters — 2 I 
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Atrue Diſcourſe, 
Co indgebe@rcon Jrefraine, committing it ones 
lie fo Ood, whoneuerfendethſuchcramples,bat to 
pzaueour patience, to exerciſe our faith, and to ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſe his hatredageinſt-finne, and to warne 
vs to lead our lines in better regard 
then we do. 
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